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Our Mission Statement: 
“As disciples of Jesus Christ, 

we receive, embrace, grow and share” 
 
PRELUDE   There in God’s Garden  Instrumental 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light to the 
nations, who gives breath to us all. Amen. 

 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Moment of Silence  
 
 

P   Loving God, 
 

C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our  
own ways. Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have 
not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 
have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 
thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 
so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 

 

P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up, God puts 
us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires  
of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of 

☩ Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 

 *GATHERING SONG no. 324    In the Cross of Christ I Glory                          
 

  In the cross of Christ I glory, tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
  All the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

  When the woes of life o'ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
  never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

   
 
 



When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way, 
  from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
 
  Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 
  peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
 

  
 
GREETING                   
 P      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
         of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 C   And also with you. 
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard, 
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 
where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives 
wisdom to the simple. 
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the LORD is 
clear and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous  
altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than 
honey, than honey in the comb.  
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P   Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. AMEN.     
 

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 20:1-17   
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 



generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, 
and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to 
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female 
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore, the LORD blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 
in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit 
adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not 
covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
Lector:  The word of the Lord.           People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25    
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but 
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

          
 Lector:  The word of the Lord.           People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

GOSPEL: St. John 2:13-22      
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 
22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.         

          
 

SPECIAL MUSIC MEDITATION no. 334  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery     
Instrumental 

 
Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, in your death we are reborn; though you die in all of 
hist'ry, still you rise with ev'ry morn, still you rise with ev'ry morn. 

 



SERMON                                                          Pastor Woodward   
 

OFFERTORY no.801     Change My Heart, O God           
 

  Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
  Change my heart, O God;  may I be like you. 
  You are the potter;  I am the clay. 
  Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 
  Change my heart, O God;  make it ever true. 
  Change my heart, O God;  may I be like you. 
 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

C  We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  

    begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven;  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world  
to come.      Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

   Each petition of the prayer ends with:  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 



 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember 

our Lord’s pass over from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

ALL WHO ARE BAPTIZED AND HAVE COMPLETED FIRST COMMUNION are invited 
and welcome to receive the Sacrament of the Altar, as Martin Luther called it. Our open communion 
practice models the Lord’s Prayer that speaks of the holy universal Church. We believe Christ is 
truly present in the bread and wine. During these times of COVID-19 precautions, we must be 
creative in how we share the Lord's supper.  You bring bread and juice from home. If wine, please 
be careful to follow open container laws.  The pastor will say the words of institution from the altar 
during the worship service.  At which time, these elements present in our assembly will be 



blessed.  You may then commune one another with these words:  "The body of Christ given for you" 
& "The blood of Christ shed for you."  Please consume all of these elements at that time, disposing of 
any remaining bread or wine/juice in a respectful manner.     Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace.                      

C Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you  

send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life  

to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection,  

that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C AMEN. 

 

SENDING HYMN no.660    Lift High the Cross 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.   

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.   

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 
 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.   

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 
 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!   

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
 

      
 



 
THE DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  “Canticle of the Turning”      Instrumental   
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PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Sick and/or Recovering: Heyward Amick, Melvin & Sandy Black (brother & sister-in-law 
of Lois Black), Sandy Burton (friend of Gloria & Jimmy Price), Maggie Cafferty, Libby 
Carswell (friend of the community), Dorothy Clamp, Sherrie Crapps, Christy Dawkins (friend 
of the community), Evelyn Dunlap (mother of Karen Morell), Dorothy Few (aunt of Patricia 
Hyler), Cynda Hallman, Sharon Ganis, Laura Golden, Donald Jackson, Fredda Jackson 
(friend of Wilma Koon), Lillian Kaminer (sister of Margaret Shealy), Gail Kneece, Jeff Long, 
Jo Longshore (friend of Ted & Angela Hite), Daisey Massey (cousin of Florence Bowers), 
Sadie and Shelton Mincey (friend of Patricia Hyler and family), Tammy Morris (daughter of 
Leroy & Martha Taylor), Dianna Pressley, Tammy Price, Tommie Price, Von Ray Price, 
Martha Risinger, Patricia Risinger, Lori Sanders (friend of Sharon Eargle), Beverly Smith 
(cousin of Jo Ann Williams), LeRoy Taylor, and Dennis Whitman (cousin of Patricia 
Hyler).     

Bereaved: the families of Alda Durst (mother of Gloria (Jimmy) Price), and Mary Ann 
Priester. 

Other Prayer Concerns: Our Military Men and Women, Doctors, Nurses, EMTs, Law 
Enforcement Officers, Fire Fighters. 

Nursing Home/Care Facilities: Lee Adams, Heyward Amick, Elizabeth Derrick. 
 
 

CHURCH SIGN: Anyone who would like to request information to be placed on the church 
sign, please contact Juliet Adam at 803-608-9819 or julietadam720@gmail.com. 

 

WELCA Quarterly Meeting will be on Saturday, March 13, at 9:00 am in the Fellowship 

Hall. In addition to business as needed, join us for a “Women of Lent” devotional, Easter craft, 

food, and fellowship. All women of Cedar Grove are welcome. We will practice appropriate 

COVID safety protocols as needed. We’re looking forward to seeing you there! 

WELCA Group 3 will meet Saturday, March 13 at 9:00 AM for the Quarterly 
Meeting.  For March, this will be with all of the WELCA Groups. A program, craft, food and 
fellowship are already planned for us. Hope to see you there. Bring another lady with you. All 
are welcomed. 
 
Sunday, March 21, 2021, we will only have one service, and that will be at 10:30 AM inside. We 
will have Sunday School at 9:30 AM.  No LOT SERVICE will be held on this day. 
 

mailto:julietadam720@gmail.com


SOCIAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE: Please make donations of pasta, spaghetti sauce and 
canned fruit on Sunday, March 14, 2021; your gifts will be received before and after the services, 
please place them in the shopping carts. 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AND GIVING  

FOR SUNDAY, February 28, 2021 

9:00 am Drive-up 
People: 78 

YouTube Live: 20  
YouTube Post (last week): 28 

Facebook Live: 38 
Telephone: 0 

 

10:30 am In-person 
People: 79 

YouTube Live: 18 
Facebook Live: 16 

YouTube post (last week): 30 
Telephone: 0 

 
AWA =307 

 

 
  Current Fund             $     7,616.00 
  Mortar Project     $      761.00 
  Benevolence     $      108.00 
  Building Fund     $      251.00  
   Other Contributions            $       165.00 
   Total Contributions       $     8,901.00 
 

  Weekly Current Fund needed to meet 2021 budget $6,036 
 

Contributions to the Mortar Project to date is: $198,699.14 
 
 

April Newsletter deadline is due to the church office by 12:00 noon, Friday, March 12, 

2021. 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Cedar Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church will be reconvening the 
congregational meeting Sunday, March 21, 2021, at 10:30 AM inside the 
church. The following items will be presented: 

1. To approve the 2020 Annual report. 
2. Solicit names for SC Synod convention. Needed are 2 men, 2 women,   
   & 1 man or woman under 30 years of age. These nominations can be  
   sent to the church office or given to any council person. The Synod  
   Convention will be on line this year June 26th for one day. 
3. Phase 1 has been completed and all financial obligations for this  
   phase has been met. The plan is to start phase 2 &3 this fall  
   depending on the company’s availability. We will be using the same  
   crew that did phase 1. Along with your regular current offerings that  
   you give each Sunday, we ask that you consider giving extra to the  
   mortar fund also. By doing this we may not have to borrow for the  
   last two phases.  

 
 
 

EASTER LILIES 
We will decorate our sanctuary again this Easter with lilies from  
Bruce's Greenhouses, Inc. Each lily will cost $14.00. Please circle  
whether your lilies are in honor of, or in memory of your loved one. 
 
You may make checks payable to CGELC and return this form and  
payment to the church office, or drop them in the collection plate(s)  

NO LATER THAN MARCH 14, 2021. 
 

 
In Honor/Memory of ____________________  

 ____________________________________  

        ___________________________________  

 _____________________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

        ___________________________________  
 

Given by ______________________________  

 ____________________________________  
 
I am placing a total of _______ flower(s) in the church. 
 
Cedar Grove Lutheran Church,  
1220 Cedar Grove Road, Leesville, SC 29070 

 
 
 



CEDAR GROVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
1220 Cedar Grove Road, Leesville, SC 29070, (803) 532-3543 

Email: cedargrovelutheran@gmail.com 
Webpage: www.cedargrovelutheranchurch.org 

Live-streaming on YouTube and Facebook: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cedargrovelutheran/ 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/c/CedarGroveLutheran 

Telephone live for 9 am Drive-up only 
1. Call either (312) 626 6799 or (929) 205 6099 

2. Enter the meeting ID when asked:  881 549 6375 # 
3. Press # when asked for participant ID 

4. Then wait to be admitted and for the audio to begin 
 

Pastor – Joe Woodward   Seminary Student – Kimberly Dail     Organist/ Pianist - Sharon Eargle  
Church/Financial Secretary - Angela Hite          Youth Leaders - George and Michelle Reeder   
Sexton - Freddie Miller   Church Council President – Tony Bouknight 

 

mailto:cedargrovelutheran@gmail.com
http://www.cedargrovelutheranchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cedargrovelutheran/
http://www.youtube.com/c/CedarGroveLutheran

